Corporate Christianity: Turn Arounds
Ephesians 2:1-10

INTRODUCTION

Few of us have probably ever heard of Stanly Hill@&efore turning 20 years old,
Stanly Hiller was featured ihimeandLife Magaziness a boy genius.

In 1942, at age 17, young Hiller started a $100@ness producing gas-
engined-powered toy cars out of a barn behind d&wisris’ Berkeley home. At age
8, Stanley connected an old family washing mackimgne to a home-made
buggy frame and was seen driving it recklessly eiglmborhood sidewalks.

As a freshman at Berkeley, Stanly Hiller becamesoomed with visions of vertical
flight. By WW I, he was already a contractor witte U.S. military. Hiller left
Berkeley after his first year. He teamed up withraftsman, a welder, and an auto
mechanic and set about designing and buildinglesalle helicopter, though he
had never flown nor seen one fly. But in 1944 nt&ta Hiller completed the first
successful helicopter flight in the western Unigtdtes. Shortly after he opened
one of the first full-production helicopter compasin the world.

But in 1968, Hiller marked out a different careatlp Leaving behind the
aeronautics field, he formed the Hiller Group, wpsirpose was to revitalize
companies with large asset bases not being empkfjectively. For 20 years he
distinguished himself as a corporate turnaroundtarSomeone who acquires
failing, bankrupt companies and makes them prdétalgain.

When asked his philosophy on acquiring and turairegind a company, Hiller
replied: “We roll up our sleeves and get into tbenpanies, so we are not passive
investors. | become chairman or CEO, and don# &ky money until the
corporate patient has a turnaround, and its shitetsorealize promised returns.”

This morning we are continuing our series in thekbof Ephesians called
Corporate Christianity. Acquisitions and turnardsitio not belong exclusively to
the world of corporate deals and empire buildifipis morning we want to
consider the turnaround story not of the decadaemillennium, but the greatest
turnaround story of all of history and of all oéatity. We want to meditate on the

! John F. Straubel, “Stanley Hiller: Nice Guy FirgstFirst,"The AlmanacMay 3, 2006.
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turnaround power of God as He rolls up his sleegets into our lives, not
passively but actively, and redeems sinners fremdgath, and the devil to give
them eternal life and the hope of heaven.

As we meditate on God’s acquisition and turnarooiginners, we want to
consider three facts:

l. The corruption of man is deadly serious

[I.  The character and work of God produce new life

[ll.  God saves and turns around sinners for His glory

And | pray that as we look together in God’s wdrdttHe would glorify himself in
the story of His turn-around of sinful merREAD Eph. 2:1-10).

I. The Corruption of Man is deadly serious

The first thing we wish to consider is that theraption of man is deadly serious.
We are in a far more difficult situation than amahcially failing company.
Balance sheets and falling profit margins are notproblem. Our problem is that
we are dead spiritually if we are not Christians.

We see this in the first three verses of chapter(READ vv. 1-3).

Now, can you think of a more desperate conditi@mttdead”? Not sick, weak,
fatigued, or confused... but dead! This is the badldiagnosis of fallen man in
fallen society everywhere.

a. Spiritual death (Define) — cut off from God who hiées in Himself.

“As for you” -2 “all of us” (v. 3) =2 “like the rest” (v. 3)
Notice the progression of the references in thiesethree verses. The Apostle
moves from “As for you,” a reference to the Gen@leristians addressed by this
letter, to “all of us,” a reference to himself aotther Jewish believers, to “like the
rest,” which includes all of mankind.

This desperate condition of spiritual death extamusersally to all. All people
either were or are dead in transgressions and sins.

2 John Stott, The Message of Ephesians (IVP), p.

Corporate Christianity: 2 October 8, 2006
Turnarounds First Baptist Church



The condition of man is deadly serious. Versestdhdis that three enemies have
conspired against us to produce this death: thé&dwibre flesh, and the deuvil.

The World
We lived in sin whenve “followed the ways of the world” (v. 2).

Following the ways of this world is a sure routeleath. The ways of the world
are most consistent with disobedience to God. Heréways of the world” refers
to the “entire social and value-system of matesmalihedonism, amoral relativism,
and God-repudiating secularism.

The world’s ideas about relationships, childrersibess, beauty, sex, etc. are all
corrupt and lead to death. Broad is the way #edd$ to destruction, as broad as
the ways of the world. How we imbibed the pracioéthe world with no
suspicion, no resistance, no reflection, no thodghthe fact that the end of the
world’s ways is death. We skipped merrily towdrd tleepest parts of hell as we
followed the world.

The Devil
We were dead in sin whewe “followed... the ruler of the kingdom of the ding
spirit who is now at work in those who are disoleedli (v. 2).

Our death in sin is also caused by our subjectidhe evil “spirit who is now at
work in those who are disobedient,” called als@‘thler of the kingdom of the
air.” This is man’s age-old enemy, the devil. iBlsaid to be “at work” in the sons
of disobedience. Satan’s greatest deception h&stibeconvince the world that he
does not exist. And he is perhaps the greatesattlaigainst man because he is an
unseen spirit steadily at work. (can see his wBdokstores)

The Flesh
We were dead in our sins when living “among theleanvolves gratifying the
cravings of our sinful nature.” See there inv. 3.

The temptation for many will be to chalk all of thiaults up to the world’s
influences and perhaps “the devil made me doBut this phrase, “All of us lived
among them at one time, gratifying the cravingewfsinful nature and following
its desires and thoughts,” snatches back the ¥seglé-deception to reveal that the
problem is not just out there but inside us as.well

® Ibid., p.
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We willingly, freely, voluntarily gave ourselves@wto satisfying, bringing
pleasure to the cravings of our sinful nature, Wwhiever cries enough, I'm full.
Our lustful desires and our thoughts were for awlays. “The Lord saw how
great man’s wickedness on the earth had becométretevery inclination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil all the tin{&en. 6:5). Our sin crouched at
the door... lurking... waiting for an opportunity toweeir us!

The world, the flesh, and the devil are powerfaltyive in the lives of all people.

2. In view of all this, Paul concludes: “We were byura objects of wrath”
(v. 3).

Literally, we were “children” of wrath. In v. 2 ware called the “Sons of
disobedience” and in v. 3 the “children of wratfhat is our spiritual parentage.
We are the still-born children of the violent mage of disobedience and wrath.

And whose wrath did we face? We faced the wratheholy God of creation.
And why did we face His wrath? Because of our logsbence to Him.

We should all try to feel the profound truth and@gsness of that statement. “We
were by nature children of wrath.” Try to imaginbat it is like for all men of all
time in all places to experience the wrath of Gardsin....

W are objects of His righteous, perfect, consistenérring, good, holy, God-
exalting, account-reckoning, justice-establishsig;breaking soul-punishing
indignation and wrath against all unrighteousnesssin.

Can you see why man needs to be saved? And belabad we need to be saved
from... is God himself... from His wrath.

Christian

Paul pens these words to fellow Christians at theah of Ephesus to remind
them of this disastrous situation, and to remindfushat wewere (past tense).
When was the last time you reflected on how deepthe hell that you were once
destined for but that God saved you from?

As | meditated on this passage this week, the boothpted me through Paul’s
words to consider these verses for what they veepersonal reminder from God
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of my own depravity. Here is the list of thingeemembered from my life before
faith in Jesus Christ:

* Lying * Drunken

» Stealing » Disobedient to parents
» Gossiping * Swindling

» Cheating » Christian-persecuting
» God-hating * Woman-defrauding

* ldol-worshipping (Muslim) » Authority-rejecting

» Fornicating * Envious

» Strife-causing » Covetous

* Disloyal * Profane

* Promise-breaking * Lazy

» Backbiting * Gluttonous

* Greedy for money » Selfish

* Arrogant * Hording

» Boastful * Wicked

* Proud * Euvil

» Faithless

Obviously, this is a partial list. And for eachtbése things, there are an
innumerable number of instances that could be léetaBut the list indicates that
the problem is radical—it's down to the root of d&ing. And this radical
problem requires a radical solution.

My Non-Christian friend...

You are sitting in a room full of once-dead peoplence spiritually dead in our
sins. You are among friends. We once walked atcgrto the ways of this

world, were ruled by the spirit of disobedience] asted out our sinful desires and
thoughts. We were rebels against God, deservitygHis wrath.

We werewhat youare nowif you are not a believer and follower of Jesus.
But then...through the grace, mercy, love and work of God.. reeeived a new

life, true life. Which is our second point.

II. The Character and Work of God produce new life
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In verse 4 we readBut because of his great love for us, God, whoak in
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we deagl in transgressions....”

In this verse, we learn something about both tlasaster of God and the work of
God.

A. Character of God

Love
First of all, God is both a loving God and a marc®od. “Because of His great
love for us...” (that is... for Christians). Itis Gedove that compels Him to act.
His wrath is hot and ready, and yet for those whteclaims as His own, He acts
out of love. Not vengeance and justice which ayetly His, but love. And the
greatness of His love is seen against the darkdoaplof our great sins. We were
dead in trespasses and sins, following the wankel devil, and our sinful nature...
and yet, He had great love for us.

Mercy
And we are told that God “is rich in mercy.” Mensyclemency shown to the
guilty. Itis punishing us far less than our sileserve. God is “rich” in this
mercy. His storehouse of mercy runs over. Whigmchase coins and paper
currency, God is a wealthy merchant of mercy. felifuines are comprised of pure
mercy, stockpiled as high as the heavens and muftim its stores for all. And
that's good news given our sins!

Grace
But we learn more about God’s character in thisags. God is also a God of
grace. Verse 5: “... by grace you have been savédAnd again in verse 8: “it is
by grace you have been saved....”

This truth keeps breaking in on Paul’s thoughtsndrcy is punishing us less than
our sins deserve, grace is giving us what we patytido not deserve. lItis
unmerited, unearned favor. It is more than tiiits unmerited, unearned favor in
the face of our demerit. Not only have we not edr&od’s favor, but we have
positively forfeited it, lost it because of our sin

And how was this grace, mercy and love of God neastéd?

B. The Work of God
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It was manifested through the saving work of Gbdok with me again aterses
5-6 (READ). After reminding the Ephesians of what they w&auyl turns now to
remind them of what God has done in them throughs€hSeveral things are
noteworthy.

» We were dead in sins.but nowGod has “made us alive with Christ”
through faith. (v. 5)

This is the main verb, the main action of the serge Actually, verses 1-7 make
up one long sentence in the original, with Godssubject and “made us alive”
the main verb. God has “made us alive with CHiridEven when we were dead in
transgressions,” God made us alive; he quickenedHesmparted to us a vitality
that we did not have and desperately needed. dgtmesated us.

How does God do this? With Christ. Through trenatg sacrifice of His Son,
Jesus.

“In Him was life, and the life was the light of nie@ohn 1:4).

Jesus proclaimed in John 5:2Htell you the truth, whoever hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal life andnaillbe condemned; he has
crossed over from death to life.”

“As the Father has life in himself, so He has geghthe Son to have life in
himself” (John 5:26).

This is how God has made us aliveay. calling us to repent of our sins and
to trust that Jesus paid the penalty for our sinemhe died on the Cross.

| John 5 puts the peanut on the bottom shelf tlaig: %WGod has given us eternal
life through His Son. He who has the Son has lieeywho does not have the Son of
God does not have life(l John 5:11, 12).

If you are a Christian, you have the life of God/ou. You have been made alive
to God with Christ. You now have an affection @wod and a desire for the things
of God that you did not have when you were deagins.

» We were once ruled by Satanbut nowGod has raised us up with Christ
and seated us in the heavenly realms where wewtheChrist. (v. 6)
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Just as Jesus was raised from the dead, so were/tigth Christ are raised from
the death of sin to eternal life. The cold grippiritual death has been loosed and
we are raised like Lazarus with Christ.

The Father has “seated us with Him in the heavezdims in Christ Jesus.” We
now sit next to God in heaven in Christ where, B, e are “blessed with every
spiritual blessing in Christ,” where also (1:20) meside “far above all rule and
authority, power and dominion, and every title tbat be given” in Christ Jesus.”
Once enslaved by Satan... now we rule together wélSon of God.

» We once gratified our sinful naturebutnowwe walk in good deeds
prepared by God. (v. 10)

God’s work does not stop with making us alive,irgais up, and seating us with
Him in Christ. In this life, too, He continueswmrk in us to will and do His good
pleasure. Verse 10We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesudo
good works, which God prepared in advance for usatd

We are God’s workmanship — His work of art or mgseee. The beauty we
defiled and rejected when in our flesh we followlee world, God now makes us
to demonstrate in life as a consequence of ourlilewThe language of
“workmanship” and “created” calls to mind the creatpower of God in Genesis
1. We are a new creation in Christ Jesus. Wenaigke new through faith in Him.

» We were once dead in our sins, separated from Glodt nowGod has
united us with Christ

Did you notice that in each of these things, wesaiid to be “with Christ” or “in
Christ.” Our lives are now inextricably joined &iger with and in Jesus’ life. Itis
no longer we who live but Christ Jesus who liveasn In Him we live, breathe,
move, and have our being.

What God has accomplished in Christ Jesus — wheai$ed Him from the dead,
exalted Him above every name that is named, antddgé&hm in royal session at
His right hand — He has also accomplished in thiev®s. We share in the destiny
of Christ Jesus our Lord.

This then is the picture of salvation... being made iand being united with
Christ. It's a picture of a tremendous and etetual-around.
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APPLICATION

Verse 4 literally begins, “But God....” But God....am so thankful for that
profound little couplet. Two three letter wordskeall the difference in this
world and the next! Two three letter words tipgaishe greatest turnaround ever
completed.

This “But God” meets us at our point of deepespdesand need. It answers the
accusation of our every sin. | mentioned a moragpotthat | was...

* Lying and a liar But Godwho is rich in mercy...)

» Stealing and a thieb(it God because of His great lov¢

* Gossip (but God..who is the way, the truth and the Jife

* Cheater (but God.who cannot lie and promises forgiveness

* God-hating (but God. who is lové

* ldol-worshipping (but God..who alone is God

» Fornicating (but God..who is holy and pune

» Strife-causing (but God.who gives peage

» Disloyal (but God..who never leaves us nor forsake} us

» Promise-breaking (but Godwho is not slack concerning his promises

» Backbiting (But God..who never said a mumbling word at the Cjoss

» Greedy for money (But God.who though He was rich became ppor

* Arrogant, Boastful, Proud (But Godwho humbled himself to take on the
flesh of man and bear my ¥in

» Faithless (But God. who is faithful even when we are faithless

* Drunken (But God..who never sleeps nor slumbkers

» Disobedient to parents (but Godwho became my heavenly Father

* Swindling (But God..who freely gave His Son for my 9ins

» Christian-persecuting (But Godwho turned Saul into the Apostle Paul

* Woman-defrauding (but God.who makes us pure in Chijst

» Authority-rejecting (But God..who rules all things sovereignly

* Envious and Covetous (But Godwho will not share His glory with
anothe)

» Profane (but thigloly God..)

* Lazy, Gluttonous, Selfish and Hording (But Godvho gave us every
spiritual blessing in Chrigt

* Wicked and Evil (But God..who does not tempt any man with evil neither
can He be temptéd

| was a child of wrathhut God.. full of grace...saves us from His wrath to come!
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“Oh! The Bliss of this glorious thought, my sirg m part but the whole, is nailed
to the cross and | bear it no more. Praise thedloPraise the Lord! O my soul!”

If you are here today and you are not a Christianye are very glad that you

are here to hear this messageThis message is the reversal of fortunes that God
extends to you through the atonement for sin ahsfaetion of His wrath
accomplished through the death of His Son JesustChr

Do you seriously think that there is anything oy@me else that can raise you from
death to life...free you from the bondage of sin and satan... aadgé your
desires from a love for sin to a love for God?

Look to Jesus and Jesus alone to save you. Casssgal upon His back, rest your
hopes on Him, that He may carry you into eterrialwith Him.

My Non-Christian Friend...

One of the great tragedies of life is that so maegple never meet this God of rich
mercy because they are unwilling to admit theis figainst God. The hide their
eyes from the obvious truth of their sins... andiérplock out of view this
majestic, magnificent, merciful — richly mercifulGod. Spiritual pretensions
always blind men where God’s mercy is concerned.

So, we never find the mercy of God until all of cetf-justifying rationalizations
and our pretended ignorance of sin is exposed,ademith wide open eyes, and
we come to know that weeedthe mercy, the clemency, of God Almighty.

| wonder if you see your need of mercy this morsingnd that God is the only
source of enduring mercy?

Or would you rather cling to the ways of this worldratifying the cravings of
your sinful nature,” following its lustful desiresd thoughts?

Which is more attractive: the beauty of God'’s lav€hrist... or the grotesque,
soul-destroying, death-producing sins of the fléisd,devil and the world?

Today, God sets before you life and death, blessmpcursing. Which will you
choose? Choose life and blessing. Choose lifedblessing by casting yourself on
the mercy of God by confessing and forsaking yas and putting your hope and

Corporate Christianity: 10 October 8, 2006
Turnarounds First Baptist Church



trust in Jesus Christ for the salvation of yourlsoliodayis the day of salvation.
There may not be a tomorrow.

Christian

Consider what this loving, merciful and graciousd®as done in your life. This
grace of God has already come to you. Having vedethis grace, we now have a
new life. And that life is to be characterizeddmyweral things:

1.

Remember well your sins. But never think of yaasswithout thinking of
God’s character and the work of God in your lifdever think about your
sins without thinking about the cross of Jesus£thivlake every thought of
your sin captive to thoughts of Jesus Christ.

Treat others with grace, remembering what you wéedt.us be a church
marked by grace, love, and mercy.

Remembering what you were, do the work of an e@ige

You can be sure of your salvatioif you are trusting that Jesus’ sacrifice
paid the debt for your sins and turns away Godathyryou may by free
from doubts about salvation... our eternal life iga@i@ because we are
united with Him and sit together with Him where ide This is the basis of
our assurance... the incomparable grace of God thtgsuus with His Son
and transports us to the heavenly realm even b#imdfe is finished.
What God has joined together, no man can put asunde

Good works.

The New Creation of God is for His Glory

To conclude.... Why does God do this work, this eutaus work in our lives?
He does it for His own glory. The new creatiorGafd in the salvation of man is
for His glory.

Verse 7 must be the most overlooked verse in thisrarise famous passage. God
saves the people He lovés order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed irkimdness to us in Christ Jesus.”
God desires to reveal himself! His great aim ibéaylorified in His creation by
revealing himself as kind in Christ Jesus. In 1R&ul writes that God predestined
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His chosen peoplén order that we who were the first to hope in Christ, might be
for the praise of His glory

And He is garnering the praise of His glory throughealing‘the incomparable
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to Christ Jesus.”"How do we
know that the riches of God’s grace are incompafablVe know it because of
what Jesus has done. And how do we know that &kohd toward us? Through
Jesus Christ.

In Jesus’ death on the cross as our willing Sulistitbearing the wrath of God that
should be poured out on those who are by natunectbor children of wrath,”
God is showing himself to be inexpressibly kindis Hlory is displayed in the
redemption of sinful men by His grace, mercy anctle by his kindness.

And this kindness... this grace of Gods .wholly incompatible with any human
merit, work, or boasting. See verse 8 agdtor it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith — and this not from yourselitds the gift of God — not by
works, so that no one can bodst

“By grace... through faith” this glorious rescuerfraéhe wrath of God comes to
us. Through faith in Jesus Christ. And even tai#h is a gracious gift of God. In
fact... all of salvation is of God'’s grace. So Pauites, “It is the gift of God” and
“not from ourselves.” Neither is it “by works” theve have done.

And how can it be otherwise? Dead men don’t beliavd they don’t work. They
don’t do anything other than go on rotting in thepiritual graves.

Therefore, there is no boasting before God. Waatwee boast of when all that we
have as Christians is given to us... when what wergded was condemnation?

The glory of God is not to be shared with anyonargithing. God purposes “that
in the coming ages,” eon after eon like wave aftave in the sea, his superlatives
might be the boast of all His creation.

Now we, who are in Christ Jesus, are trophies efrhighty power and great
grace. We are the fine art through which the heafithe Savior is displayed to
the world for all to see.

What is the purpose of man? To glorify God anagiijim forever. This is why
we were created. And though we ruined ourselvasminthis is why God has
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turned us around and made us one with himself girdaith in Christ Jesus. To
glorify God and enjoy Him forever.

CONCLUSION

In his lifetime, Stanley Hiller purchased a lota@impanies... he completed a lot of
big financial deals and turned them around. Blubfahat would be for nothing...
if he didn't make the biggest turn-around of adireity.

All is eternally lost and eternally woe... if he didt turn around from his sins and
close the deal with Christ. If he did not see tievas the bankrupt company...
meant to be purchased by the grace of God witbhlbed of Jesus... all is lost.

But Stanley Hiller has lived his life. What abgutu? Have you felt the
rigamortis of spiritual death in sin... and called tor the grace, mercy, and love
of God that gives new life?

| rejoice together with you if you have.

If you have not..you have no other business today more importamt tepenting
from your sins and coming to faith in Jesus Chrigalk with me after the service
if that is your desire. | beg you to do so befibwewrath of God comes upon you.

Let’s pray.
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