Saturday

The entire book of 1 John is written to teach Glais how they
may be sure that they are indeed Christians with ared
everlasting life in God (1 John 5:13). Nine tinmeghapters 3 and
4 we find John writing, “This is how we know.”

There are three tests that John gives in thesdarisagnd
throughout the book. Re-read 1 John 3:11-24 and®4:

1. What things does John say give us confidence taliogy
about our salvation in Christ?

2. How do these “tests” of assurance give us confied@nc

3. How sure are you of your salvation in Christ? dsity
assurance based on the things that John lists? Wdigd
be the danger of basing your hopes and confidemce o
something other than what the Bible teaches i®#sés for
confidence before God?

Life Together: Spiritual Fellowship in the Church
| John 3:11-14 and 4:7-21

FBC Study Guide

Monday

A character in Walker Percy’s novd@lhe Second Comirgays:

“I am surrounded by Christians. They are generally
speaking a pleasant and agreeable lot, not noticeab
different from other people—even though they, the
Christians of the South, the U.S.A., the Western
world have killed off more people than all other
people put together. Yet | cannot be sure theytdon
have the truth. But if they have the truth, whit is

the case that they are repellent precisely to the
degree that they embrace and advertise the truth?
One might even become a Christian if there were
few if any Christians around. Have you ever lived
the midst of fifteen million Southern Baptists?. A
mystery: If the good news is true, why is not one
pleased to hear it?”

. Do you think this is a fair description of Christgatoday?

Why or why not?

. Why do you think Christians are sometimes repelbent

insulting with the truth?

. And why do you think some people are not pleasdwtr

the Good News?



Tuesday

From the beginning, Jesus commands that Chrisltaresand
continue to love one another. The basic ethicasage of
Christianity is stated plainly in 1 John 3:1'TChis is the message
you heard from the beginning: We should love orwleer.” It's
also stated in 1 John 4:22'And He has given us this command:
Whoever loves God must also love his brother.”

Read the following passages and note some dissihog things
about the love Christians are to have for one aroth

John 13:34-35

1 Corinthians 12:25

Ephesians 5:1-2

Hebrews 10:24

James 2:1, 8-9

1 Peter 4:7-8

1 John 4:21
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Wednesday

John makes it clear that the evidence or signvtieatave eternal
life is continuing to love one another. Those wdaoonot have this
kind of love do not have eternal life. Read 1 J8Hr-15 and 4:8.

1. Can you think of any persons who appear not to aikers,
especially Christians? Consider listing five to people on
an index card or piece of paper. Pray for theraubhout
the week, that they might come to believe in Clared pass
from death to life.

Thursday-Friday

Read 1 John 4:7-21 and answer the following.

1. Where does love come from?

2. What does it mean to say “God is love”? How migéople
misunderstand this teaching today?

3. What other things does the Bible say God is? (ska J
4:24; Hebrews 12:29; and 1 John 1:5) How do these
passages help us from misunderstanding the Bible’s
teaching that “God is love™?

4. How does God reveal His love to humanity? In yown
words, why is Jesus’ death good news for sinners?
Consider 1 John 4:9-10, 14.

5. Considering Jesus’ sacrificial death as an atonefoeour
sins, what obligation do we now have with otheri§tfans?
Consider 1 John 3:16 and 4:11.

6. Since “No one has ever seen God” (1 John 4:12), drew
Christians to make their love for God visible? @gmerson
love God and hate his brother or sister in ChridtRy or
why not?

7. Meditate on 1 John 3:16-18. How is Christian lewé®e
shown in the church?

8. What are some ways we can spur one another oneaalad
good deeds at FBC (Heb. 10:24)? What specifioasti
will you take to show love to others at FBC?



