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First Baptist Church of Grand Cayman 
P.O. Box 10175 

Grand Cayman KY1-1002 
Cayman Islands 

Tel: (345) 949-0692   
Fax: (345) 945-5758  

E-mail: fbc@fbc.org.ky  
Web page: www.fbc.org.ky 

“Sharing the Glory and Grace of Jesus Christ” 

I apologize for not having communicated with you as a 
body since we left Cayman. There have been many 
challenges for Lester & I since we moved to Anguilla, 
and communication has been one of mine. 
 
I have continued to receive Body Life e-mails, and am 
always thrilled to read news of what is happening in our 
Church family. I am also so excited that we finally have 
a new Senior Pastor. I can’t wait to meet him and his 
family! 
 
Anguilla is a small beautiful island, and the lifestyle here 
reminds me of Cayman back in the 1970’s! The pace of 
life is much slower, and as Lester likes to say “No one 
here will die of stress related injuries”! As with 
everything in life, there are advantages to this “snail’s 
pace”, and also disadvantages, but we are learning 
continually, and are still sure that this is where God 
wants us to be for now. 
 
Lester’s job with Cable & Wireless Anguilla is going 
well, and I continue to challenge myself to find things to 
do to overcome the occasional boredom. I volunteer at 
the Vet’s office weekly, and am also involved with the 
Anguilla Red Cross. We attend the Central Baptist 
Church here, but do struggle (especially me) with 
missing my Church and small group at FBC. I do not feel 
I “fit” here like I do in Cayman, but I know God is 
working in ways I cannot even imagine!! 
 
As almost a year of Lester’s contract here is up already, 
we are looking forward to coming home for a visit in 
October. We plan to be there from Oct 20 – 29th, and are 
anticipating lots of time with family & friends. We hope 
you are all enjoying your summer, and we look forward 
to being surrounded by our Church Family once again 
soon, and worshipping in our beautiful sanctuary!! 
 
In His love, 
 
Maria & Lester Forman 
 
lforman@candw.ky 

Dearest FBC Family, 

FBCS - Student Leadership Institute 
First Baptist Christian School is excited about a 
new program for developing student leaders.  
Students are first trained in leadership theory, 
then leadership skills.  Finally, students are 
encouraged to apply their knowledge and 
practice leading by serving their school, family, 
community and church.  We covet your prayers 
that the students will become world-changers 
for His kingdom. 

“Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, King of Kings,Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, King of Kings,Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, King of Kings,Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, King of Kings,    
Lord of Lords, God’s Son, Savior”.Lord of Lords, God’s Son, Savior”.Lord of Lords, God’s Son, Savior”.Lord of Lords, God’s Son, Savior”. 

I t seems hard to believe, but rehearsals have started for 
our FBCS Christmas musical “Meet Me at the 

Manger”, to be presented on Tuesday, December 5th, 2006 
at 7 p.m.    As I have started to teach the music  in my 
classes at FBCS where I have served as the music teacher 
for the last nine years,  I am overwhelmed by the 
responsibility and opportunity we have to teach and 
reach this community – children and parents ~ for Christ.  
As the children sing truths about God, it is our utmost 
desire, that the words penetrate into their hearts, and 
that Jesus enters their hearts and homes this Christmas.   
Pray with us that they would encounter Jesus – not only 
in the manger but as their Savior, and King; develop an 
awareness of Christ and who he is;  that the Word of 
God would be sewn in their hearts, and that they would 
experience God through worship.  

W e appreciate and need your support to touch the 
lives of those that are within our care 5 days a 

week!    Thank you for partnering with us, to reach the 
lost for Christ, and to disciple young believers.    You are 
invited to join us for this wonderful presentation on 
December 5th, 2006 at 7 p.m.    
                                                   Janet C. Durksen 

Note New Day 

 and Time 

“Sharing the Glory and Grace of Jesus Christ” OCTOBER 2006 

SERMON SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sunday, October 8 
10:30 am  
Thabiti Anyabwile 
“Turn-Arounds” 
Eph. 2:1-10 
 

Sunday, October 15 
10:30 am 
Thabiti Anyabwile 
“Mergers” 
Eph. 2:11-22 
 

Sunday, October 22 
10:30 am 
Thabiti Anyabwile 
“Corporate Spokesman” 
Ephesians 3:1-21 
 

Sunday, October 29 
10:30 am 
Thabiti Anyabwile 
“Job Descriptions” 
Ephesians 4:1-16 

When We Meet 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 9:15 am - Sunday School 
 10:30 am - Morning Worship 
 6:00 pm - Prayer and Praise 
 

Tuesday Schedule 
 7:00 pm - Corporate Prayer 
                   for Leadership 
 

Wednesday Schedule 
 6:15 pm - Mid-Week Bible Study 
 6:15 pm - Kid’s Choir 
 6:15 pm - Tweens Bible Study 
 6:15 pm - Youth Bible Study 
 7:15 pm - Prayer Meeting 
 

Thursday Schedule 
 7:00 pm - Choir Practice 
 

Friday Schedule 
 7:00 pm - Youth Group 
 

Sunday Morning Service 
is broadcast live on 
Heaven 97.7 FM at 10:30 a.m. 

Coming Up at First Baptist Church of Grand Cayman 

           UPWARD BASKETBALL 
 

Upward Basketball registration forms for the 
Upward league are now available in the church 
office.   This program is available to first through 
sixth graders (Year 2-Year 7).  Spaces are limited so 
please register your child as soon as possible.  All 
pertinent dates for team practices and games are 
noted on the registration form.   The league fee is 
CI$75 per player and includes an Upward league t-
shirt, reversible jersey, Upward Basketball car 
magnet, devotional book, scripture learning CD as 
well as an end of season award, not to mention 
excellent coaching and mentoring by an Upward 
coach! 
The 11 week Upward Basketball season will begin 9 January 2007.   In 
order to ensure timely arrival of our materials from off island, we will be 
accepting registrations and administer evaluations on Saturday, 14 
October (1-3pm)  and Monday, 16 October (6-8pm).  In order for your 
child to play, he or she MUST be registered and evaluated, as this is 
the time the children are sized for jerseys and the order is placed. 

 
Should you have any questions, please contact 

Bobbi Flowers @947-8818 or sutoma@candw.ky 

Ministry Fair 
Saturday November 4th, 2006 

5 to 7 p.m. 
Sunday November 5th, 2006 

12 noon to 1:30 p.m. 
 

Learn about various ministries of 
the church.  Pray and see where 

God is leading you to minister and 
serve the body of Christ at FBC. 

Contact the Church Office 
To reserve a booth. 

Set up will be on the morning 
Of Saturday November 4th, 2006 

What is the Biblical Value and 
Meaning of your 

Church Membership? 
Beginning on October 15th, The 

Elders will lead a series of Sunday 
School classes bringing all the adult 
classes together.  Everyone is asked 

to attend - whether you’ve been a 
member for many years or if you’re  

considering becoming a member. 
This will be a time for studying 
God’s Word about the church, 

renewing our commitment to the 
church, getting to know new 

members, and casting vision for the 
years ahead. 
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I’m Encouraged 

Some of you will 
know C.J. 
Mahaney, the 
author of two 
great books 
called Living the 
Cross Centered 
Life and 
Humility: True 
Greatness.  C.J. 
is a beloved 
brother in Christ, 
a personal friend, a pastor for over 
27 years, and a mentor.  One of the 
things I’ve learned from C.J. over the 
years is that Christians need to spend 
more time looking for evidence of 
God’s grace in the lives of other 
Christians and their church. It's a 
good exhortation, especially for 
those of us who are more likely to see 
flaws and problems than we are to 
see good in others.  

So, I've been thinking about CJ's 
instruction and my first six weeks at 
FBC, and here is a list of 38 (and 
counting!) evidences of God's grace 
in the life of First Baptist Church 
that encourages me as a pastor and 
Christian.  I hope they encourage you 
too! 

1. The elders. I've joined a group of 
six men that have led this 
congregation for the past three years 
in some very difficult periods and 
who have forged strong affections for 
each other and for the congregation. 
2. Hedley Robinson, an elder with 
deep humility, a godly tendency to 
err on the side of grace, and a sweet 
love for the Lord and His people. 
3. Shane Foster, an elder who 
displays tenacity at doing the work of 
an elder, excellent leadership skills 
coupled with that humility that 
thinks more highly of others than 
himself, and a John Bunyan-like 
knack for seeing Scripture and 
understanding situations in clear 
pictures and parables. If you've read 
Pilgrim's Progress, you have a sense 
of what I'm saying here. 
4. William Mctaggart is an elder 

congregation well in rejoicing in the 
Lord. 
12. Deaconess Dorothy Scott, who is 
probably fainting with 
embarrassment at being mentioned 
in a public way like this, labors 
quietly, almost invisibly, until you 
see the fruit in people's lives from 
her benevolence ministry. I'm 
encouraged at the godly way she 
models service to others without 
seeking any applause or recognition. 
13. I'm encouraged at the 
congregation's attitude of 
forgiveness. Though many were 
wounded from some unfortunate, 
sinful events a year ago, the 
prevailing response is a godly desire 
for reconciliation and forgiveness. 
14. The elders' wives freely and 
cheerfully give up their husbands 
and some family time for the sake of 
the ministry and love for the church. 
That's tremendously generous and 
encouraging. 
15. I'm encouraged by the marriages 
of the church, especially those who 
are fighting through difficulty and 
fighting for their marriages against 
assaults from the evil one. 
16. Though the congregation is 
facing a challenging budget situation 
because of our debt, their response is 
a steadfast faith in the face of the 
challenge. The great majority are not 
flinching... but trusting in the Lord to 
provide. 
17. The work of missions is very 
encouraging. The Lord has worked in 
the congregation to move individuals 
and the body to send and support the 
work of spreading His gospel around 
the globe. The fruit and joy of their 
labors is amazing. 
18. There is Jennifer West, a young, 
talented single sister, who has 
forsaken the allurements of "island 
paradise" to labor with young people 
and young refugees in Costa Rica. 
Her faith is encouraging. 
19. There is Jim and Karla, Wycliffe 
literacy staff, who have labored for 
ten years now among predominantly 
Muslim peoples in Asia, 
20. There is Paul and Martha Buford 
who have cheerfully left large homes, 

full of the fruit of the Spirit: love, 
joy, patience, etc. He is gentle and 
yet passionate for the people of God 
here at FBC.  He demonstrates that 
rare kind of wisdom: slow to speak, 
eager to listen and filled with God's 
Word from above. 
5. Dave Jorge, an elder and pastor 
of worship, whose love for the 
people of FBC and Grand Cayman is 
tangible and unsurpassed, who 
passionately desires to see the 
people grow in their love for God. 
6. Philip Pedley, an elder who has 
devoted himself to the counseling 
work of an elder, applying God's 
Word to most every question that 
comes before us as a group, and 
modeling deliberateness in the finest 
sense. 
7. Duncan Nicol, my Scottish 
brother, an elder who speaks with a 
Scottish accent mingled with a 
Caribbean lilt, and who expresses a 
wide compassion for all of the 
people of FBC. 
8. I'm encouraged by the prayer 
ministries of the church, the faithful 
band of folks who gather on Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings to bathe 
the church and the leadership in 
prayer, who call down heaven on 
this island and her people, and who 
encourage us all to enjoy this sweet 
communion with our Savior. 
9. I'm encouraged with the sweet 
fellowship in the Word at our 
Wednesday night Bible study. What 
a fun time thinking together about 
Galatians, asking and answering 
questions, being formed together by 
God's Spirit through His Word. 
10. I'm encouraged by the energy 
and zeal for the young people of the 
church displayed by the youth group 
volunteers who are pouring 
themselves into the teens. Similarly, 
there are the 'tweener volunteers 
who have recently started a new 
program for the 11-13 year olds and 
are laboring under the weight of 
early success, needing more 
volunteers, but rejoicing in the 
midst of God's goodness. 
11. Then there is the choir. A 
wonderful choir with great musical 
and singing talent that leads the 

Pastor’s Perspective by Thabiti Anyabwile 
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family, business and friends to 
strengthen and establish churches in 
Honduras. 
21. Also, the church's support of 
seminarians is tremendous given our 
size and financial situation. God has 
been gracious to us over the last 
several years. Bentley and Maureen 
Robinson are studying at Moorlands 
in the UK. Bentley is a humble lamb 
in person and a roaring lion in the 
pulpit. Maureen is a helper suitable 
to him with great faith in God and 
the singing voice of a bird. 
22. David and Lori Nigh are studying 
at Southwestern preparing for the 
mission field. But they're not simply 
chillin' in a college student's 
schedule. They're faithfully serving at 
their local church and doing the work 
of evangelists among Hispanic 
people there in Texas. 
23. The congregation's generosity in 
supporting these missionaries and 
seminarians is encouraging. Since we 
are not a part of a mechanism like 
the cooperative program, we're 
taking up the lion's share of support 
for most of these people. We're not 
the only support by any means, but 
the level of support is hugely 
generous and encouraging. 
24. Moreover, I'm encouraged at the 
current proposal to raise the 
percentage of the budget dedicated 
to missions from 6% to 10% this 
budget year. It's a reflection of our 
growing desire to spread the gospel 
among all nations. 
25. The volunteers who serve in 
children's ministry (especially 
extended session) are champions! 
The faithful who show up for their 
shift and for the shift of others' 
sometimes are people you can build a 
ministry on. There are folks who 
serve in the ministry to their own 
spiritual detriment--two of the 
coordinators (Kim and Pam) have 
essentially missed nearly every 
morning gathering of the church for 
two years. Ladies, that's tremendous 
service, but we're going to fix that! 
26. I can't mention Meg Bodden 
enough. She is Ms. Encouragement. 
When's the last time your 
administrative assistant on her own 

accord listened to or read most 
everything available on the 9Marks 
website? 
27. There is Carolyn Harrison, 
volunteer extraordinaire who is 
investing much of her available free 
time to helping out administratively 
around the church. She and her 
husband, Garnet, are some of the 
most hospitable and kind persons I 
know, often taking in newcomers and 
helping them adjust to the church 
and the island. 
28. Speaking of Garnet, he's our 
deacon of finance. And he 
approaches the task with spiritual-
mindedness and faith. He has a 
difficult job but he does it with class, 
which is to say he does it humbly, 
patiently, steadily, joyfully, and 
without complaint. 
29. I'm greatly encouraged and 
grateful for the way the congregation 
loves my wife and children, caring 
for them, teaching them to swim and 
snorkel, inviting them to lunch, 
sending flowers on our anniversary, 
checking in on us during storms or 
power outages and so many others 
ways too numerous to list. 
30. It's encouraging to serve people 
who seem to appreciate the 
preaching of the gospel. I don't 
notice any weariness at hearing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. 
31. I am encouraged that they called 
me to be their pastor. It's a joy and a 
privilege to be called "pastor" by this 
congregation. 
32. The way they understand and 
protect time for me to study and 
prepare adequately is quite 
encouraging and helpful. 
33. The congregation's generosity in 
allowing me an outside ministry to 
other saints and churches is 
encouraging. 
34. The body's desire to submit to 
and follow the leadership of the 
elders makes serving them a 
rewarding joy. 
35. The congregation's desire to 
reach out to the broader community 
is a strength and an encouragement. 
36. The members’ desire to be better 
evangelists and to reap a harvest for 

God's glory encourages me as a 
pastor. 
37. The Filipino members of the 
church are a model for reaching out 
to others in the community without 
neglecting the overall unity of the 
body, maintaining our corporate 
identity as a church without 
abandoning a soul-seeking concern 
for other Filipinos who do not know 
the Lord. 
38. I'm encouraged with the 
fellowship that goes on between 
many in the congregation... group 
lunches after church, cookouts at 
people's homes, and meeting up one-
on-one during lunch breaks. That's a 
good foundation on which to expand 
and build a culture of mutual care 
and discipleship. 
And I'm encouraged with the prayers 
the congregation offers for me. One 
lady encouraged the church to devote 
the month of September to pray for 
our pastors. Another sister emailed 
to let me know how she was praying 
for me as we approached the 
ordination service. And yesterday, I 
received this email from a saint 
letting me know how she was 
praying: 
“Thank you Pastor Thabiti for your 
email and prayers,  
I pray for you also, that you will 
receive numerous blessings and that 
your time here in Cayman will be a 
lengthy and fruitful one, bringing 
forth new believers in Christ. I pray 
that you will have a positive impact 
on our church - FBC and the 
community, that you will be 
recognized as a true disciple of Christ 
and that others will want to follow in 
your leadership. I also pray for FBC, 
that it will continue to grow in Christ, 
that each of us there will feel the 
need to serve God and each other.” 
 
Yep, I'm encouraged... and with 
many reasons to be so.  I pray that 
you are encouraged as a member of 
FBC as well!  I hope you are praising 
and thanking God for His good work 
in our lives! 
 
Grace and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Pastor Thabiti 


